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HEY, WALL BY SUSAN VERDE, ILLUSTRATED BY JON PARRA 

Hey, Wall Follows the story of a young boy 

who sees a great amount of activity and 

diversity in his community, and questions 

why a large wall that serves as a backdrop 

for many community activities remains 

blank and neglected. Inspired by his 

community’s culture and the different 

personalities belonging there, he decides to 

paint a mural that reflects the community it 

borders. The young boy’s  favorite parts of 

the community, prominent people and 

events from the community, and the 

different activities and cultures that come together in his community are reflected in the mural to paint a 

beautiful picture that now serves as a statement for the community and what it stands for, rather than 

simply a neglected backdrop.  

 

This set of invitations was created to allow students to see themselves as a part of many different communities. Through the completion of all four 

invitations, students will realize the importance of diversity and history within communities, as well as understand that there are many different 

aspects that affect communities and those within them. Students will also be able to portray their emotions and important people and events in 

their life through art, giving them a medium to communicate the many struggles and triumphs that they have experienced through their life.  

 

Invitations one and four will be completed at the same time by the entire class. Invitations two and three will be set up as small group stations 

throughout the room, with three stations of each invitation running at the same time in order to keep discussion groups small for invitation two.  

 

Invitation One:  

        Students are asked to define community in their own words and identify four communities they are a part of. They are also asked to identify 

how those communities make them feel, as well as what brings that community together. Lastly, the students are asked to identify which of the 

four communities listed has the largest impact on their life.  

 -Materials needed: Each student needs a writing utensil and one copy of the worksheet.  

  - Extension activity: Students will reflect on why the chosen community has such a large impact on their lives and significant people within 

the community that have directly impacted them, then visually portray these people and communities.  

 -Accommodations for struggling readers & writers: Struggling students may use pictures to portray their communities, what brings them 

together, and how the community makes them feel. The students may also request help from their table mates.  

          -NCSS theme: Theme 4: Individual Development and Identity: Identify people, groups and institutions that contribute to development. 

          - IDOE standard: 2.1.3 Identify individuals who had a positive impact on the local community. 

 



Invitation Two: 

 Students are asked to identify the diverse characteristics within their community that they noted as being the most impactful. They are then 

to lead a discussion with their table about the diversities present in the communities identified by others,  as well as the benefits of having such 

diversities present. Lastly, they are asked to reflect on what diversities bring to their communities and how they strengthen the community.  

  -Materials needed: Each students needs a writing utensil and a colored pencil or crayon and one copy of the worksheet. 

  -Extension activity: Students will create a set of interview questions for a member of their community that possesses different identities 

than them to investigate how their identities impact their daily life. 

 -Accommodations for struggling readers & writers: Struggling students may dictate their responses, or partner up with a classmate to 

complete the worksheet.  

 -NCSS theme: Theme 4: Individual Development and Identity: Explore factors that contribute to personal identity, such as physical attributes, 

gender, race, and culture.  

 -IDOE standard: 2.2.4 Describe how people of different ages, cultural backgrounds and traditions contribute to the community and how all 

citizens can respect these differences. 

 

Invitation Three:  

 Students are tasked with identifying a major event or impactful person within their community. After the person or event is identified, 

students are to write a first-person encounter of the event or a narrative of the impactful person.  

 -Materials needed: Each student will need a writing utensil and one copy of the worksheet, plus additional lined paper if needed.  

 - Extension activity: Students will predict the future of their community and what it will look like, including similarities and differences to 

the present through their choice of representation.  

 -Accommodations for struggling readers & writers: Students may portray the person or event through a series of comic book strips if they 

are struggling with writing a narrative.  

 -NCSS themes: Theme 2: Time, Continuity, and Change: Historical events occurred in times that differed from our own, but often have 

lasting consequences for the present and future.  

 -Language Arts themes: characterization, story elements, writing 

 -IDOE standards: 

  -2.1.3 Identify individuals who had a positive impact on the local community. 

  -2.W.3.3 Develop topics for friendly letters, stories, poems, and other narrative purposes that –  Include a beginning, Use temporal 

words to signal event order (e.g., first of all), Provide details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, and Provide an ending. 

 

Invitation Four: 

 Students are to create their own mural signifying the important aspects, symbols, events, and people within their community. They are also 

to include how the community makes them feel, as well as what brings the community together.   

 -Materials needed: Each student will need coloring materials as well as one copy of the worksheet and a writing utensil.  

 -Extension activity: Students are to assess what they did not choose to include in their mural, the symbols they used, the mural’s 

representation of the community as a whole, and similarities and differences between their mural and the one portrayed in Hey, Wall. 

 -Accommodations for struggling readers & writers: Struggling students may have the directions read to them by a peer or the teacher.  

 -NCSS themes: Theme 5: Individuals, Groups, and Institutions: Individuals, groups, and institutions share common elements and also have 

unique characteristics.  

 -IDOE standard: 2.6.2 Create artwork about self, family, and personal experiences. 

 -Arts themes: mural creation, portraying emotions and events through symbols and art. 

 

 



Name: ____________________________________________ Date: ____________ 

HEY WALL INVITATION ONE: WHAT ARE YOUR COMMUNITIES? 

In the book Hey Wall, the main character shows us the traits of his community and what brings them together. How do you define 

community? What communities are you a part of? How do your communities make you feel? What brings your communities together? 

Examples of a community can include: clubs you belong to, where you live, family, religious organizations, school, or any place you 

feel a belonging. Fill out the web chart below with the communities you belong to. When you are done with your web chart, self-reflect 

and choose the community you think has the biggest impact on you.  

To me, community is: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MY COMMUNITIES 

A COMMUNITY I 

BELONG TO: 

 

WHAT BRINGS THIS 

COMMUNITY TOGETHER? 

 

 

HOW DOES THIS COMMUNITY 

MAKE YOU FEEL? 

 

WHAT BRINGS THIS 

COMMUNITY TOGETHER? 

 

 

HOW DOES THIS COMMUNITY 

MAKE YOU FEEL? 

 

WHAT BRINGS THIS COMMUNITY 

TOGETHER? 

 

 

HOW DOES THIS COMMUNITY 

MAKE YOU FEEL? 

 

WHAT BRINGS THIS COMMUNITY 

TOGETHER? 

 

 

HOW DOES THIS COMMUNITY 

MAKE YOU FEEL? 

 

THE COMMUNITY THAT HAS THE BIGGEST IMPACT 

ON ME: _____________________________________ 



HEY WALL INVITATION ONE: EXTENSION 

If you have completed invitation one early, complete the below activity: 

Reflect on WHY the community you said has the biggest impact on you has such a big impact in your life. Is there one person in that 

community that has a large role in your life? Has a past event involving this community largely impacted you? 

Draw a picture of the reason this community plays such a large role in your life below. 



Name:_____________________________________ Date:__________________ 

Hey, Wall Invitation Two: Diversity in Your Communities 

Reflect on the community that you said has the biggest impact on you. How are the people in your community diverse (different from 

one another)? Take 3 minutes to list 10 differences between yourself and others within your community below. 

    _____________________________________________________                 ____________________________________________________ 

    _____________________________________________________                 ____________________________________________________ 

    _____________________________________________________                 ____________________________________________________ 

    _____________________________________________________                 ____________________________________________________ 

    _____________________________________________________                 ____________________________________________________ 

Now discuss with your group: what diversities did you write down? How do those traits positively impact your communities? What did 

others mention? For every diversity mentioned, color in the box associated with it. If the diversity does not have a box, use the empty 

row of boxes at the bottom to make a box for it.  

Speaks a different 

language 

 

Has a different 

hobby 

Plays a different 

sport 

Lives on the other 

side of town 

Lives in a different 

state 

Has a different 

ethnicity 

Has a different 

job/their parents 

have a different job 

Different taste in 

music 
Different age Different race Different gender 

Goes to a different 

school 

 

Eats different foods 

 

Practices a 

different/no religion 

Has a different hair 

color or style 

Has a different eye 

color 

Lives in a different 

country 

Wears different 

clothes 

 

 

 

     

 

Reflect. What do these diversities bring to your community? How do they make your community stronger? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Hey, Wall invitation Two: Extension 

If you have completed invitation two early, complete the below activity: 

What is one identity that you do not have that is present in your community that you want to learn more about? Create a set of 

interview questions for the person who possesses this identity to respectfully figure out how their identity impacts their daily life.  

If you complete this interview in real life, let Miss Clark know so we can share what you learned to the class! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name: ____________________________________ Date: __________________ 

Hey, Wall invitation Three: History of Your Community 

Brainstorm one event or person in the history of the community you selected as having the largest impact on you or that has 

significantly impacted the community. How has this event or person changed the present and future of the community? Write the story 

as a narrative, either as the person who had the significant impact on the community or as a person who was alive (if applicable, you 

can write from your point of view!) during the event that impacted the community.  

If you are struggling to write out the story, you may also portray the story as a series of comic strips on the back of this page.  

Be sure to write in first person, and include a beginning, middle, and end to your story.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Hey, Wall Invitation Three: Extension 

If you have completed invitation three early, complete the below activity: 

Predict the future of your community. What does it look like? Who is there? What are they doing differently in the future? What are they 

doing the same? You can represent your answers in the form of a bulleted list, a T-chart, pictures, or any method you choose.  

 



Name: _______________________________________ Date:_________________ 

Hey, Wall Invitation Four: Your Own Mural! 

In Hey, Wall, the main character paints a mural in his town that represents his community. Now, you get to do the same for the community 

you noted as having the largest impact on you! Your mural should include important people, events, or symbols of the community, as 

well as the diversity that is present in your community and the history of the community. You should also include how the community 

makes you feel and what brings your community together.  

  



Hey, Wall Invitation Four: Extension  

If you have finished creating your mural early, reflect on and respond to the following questions: 

 

Did you use any symbolism in your mural? If so, what do the symbols represent? 

 

 

 

Was there anything you did not include in your mural that you wish that you would have or that you should have? 

 

 

 

 

Do you feel as though you conveyed the entirety of your community well in your mural? Were there parts that you could not convey 

through art? What are they? 

 

 

 

 

What are the similarities and differences between the what the main character in Hey, Wall’s mural and your mural? 

 

 

 

 


