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Why is this topic important for social studies instruction? 

This topic is crucial for social studies instruction, as students are moving into a time in their lives where 

they do play a prominent role in the community. Students ages 7-8 are now able to convey their opinions and 

hold positions in the various communities they are a part of. Due to this, it is crucial that the students understand 

the responsibilities of belonging to a community and how a community works. By allowing students to 

understand their roles in their communities how they work, I am mobilizing our students and giving them the 

knowledge and power, they need in order to be an effective part of their community.  

 

Learning Segment Essential Questions:  

● How do the relationships between community members and goods and services impact what is needed 

for and provided by a community?  

○ Lesson 1: How are communities united by the individuals that are a part of them? How are 

community members good citizens? Why is specialization important to communities?  

○ Lesson 2: How do different jobs bring different benefits to the community? 

○ Lesson 3: How do community members engage with the production and consumption of goods 

and services? 

 

NCSS Standards: 

● NCSS Standard 7: Production, Distribution and Consumption: Processes: Ask and find answers 

about the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services in the school and community 

● NCSS Standard 10: Civic Ideals and Processes: Products: Drawing illustrations of examples of 

participation supportive of civic ideals and practices 

● NCSS Standard 5: Individuals, Groups, and Institutions: Knowledge: Individuals, groups, and 

institutions share common elements and also have unique characteristics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 1: Definition and Importance of Communities       Grade level: 2  

Length of lesson: 30 minutes 

 

 

Desired Results 

State Content Standard(s): 

● 2.2.5 Identify people who are good citizens and describe the character traits that make them admirable. 

(citizen: someone with rights and responsibilities in a particular community, city, state or country) 

● 2.4.7 Define specialization and identify specialized jobs in the school and community. Example: 

Teachers, school nurses and firefighters specialize in particular kinds of jobs (Specialization: the 

performance of specific tasks or jobs) 

Central Focus: 

Students will understand: 

● What a community entails 

● Who makes up a community 

● What are good citizens 

● What specialization is 

Essential Question(s): 

● How do the relationships between community members 

and goods and services impact what is needed for and 

provided by a community?  
● How are communities united by the individuals that are a 

part of them? 

● How are community members good citizens? 

● Why is specialization important to communities?  

Student objectives (outcomes): 

Students will be able to: 

● Identify characteristics of a community. 

● Identify members of a community and their roles. 

● Analyze the attributes of a good citizen. 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

● Completing the sorting sheet 

accurately. 

Other Evidence: 

● Participation in the class discussions. 

  

Learning Plan 



Learning Activities: 

1. I will first ask our students “what do you think when you hear the word community?” and ask them to turn 

and talk with a partner. Then, one of the partners will write their responses on the board. 

a. I will have pressing questions prepared if the students are unsure:  

i. “Are you in a community?” 

ii. “What communities are you in?” 

1. “Our classroom is a community. What does that mean?” 

iii. “Who belongs to communities?” 

1. “Can you belong to more than one community?” 

2. I will then explain: “By being a part of a community, you are a citizen. Citizens have rights and 

responsibilities within their communities” 

a. I will then ask them: “What are some of your responsibilities in your classroom? What are your 

rights in your classroom? Brainstorm some with a partner.” 

b. After a list is compiled of various classroom rights and responsibilities, I will explain to students 

that when they follow their responsibilities and rules, they are a good citizen. They can also show 

good citizenship by helping one another.  

i. I will then ask the class “What are some ways you are a good citizen in the classroom?”  

3. I will then explain to them the definition of a community and I will write it on the board. 

a. “A community is a place where people live, work, and play.” 

b. I will then tell them that communities are made of people, places, and activities. The people are all 

different and bring different strengths to the whole community.  

i. I will then give examples within the classroom of how individuals’ strengths contribute to 

the community 

1. “Some of you are really good at math, and you help others when they are having 

trouble. Some of you are better at reading, and help each other on worksheets if 

your neighbor needs help. We use our strengths to help others in our communities.”  

ii. I will then introduce the idea of specialization.  

1. “When you are good at something or when you concentrate on one particular thing, 

you are a ‘specialist’ in that area.” 

a. I will then ask our students to think of something they are good at and 

explain that students specialize in that activity.  

b. I will then explain that adults can also specialize in things within their 

community, and this is often reflected in their jobs, and giving an example: 

“For example, a mechanic specializes in fixing cars.” 

c. I will then ask them if they can think of any other specialized jobs and write 

them on the board.  

4. I will present them with a matching sheet that contains lists of occupations, their places of work, and what 

they specialize in.  

a. I will explain that students should draw a line from the specialized occupation to what they 

specialize in, and then draw another line connecting what they specialize into their workplace.  

b. I will complete the first line together as a class to assure students are clear on the task.  

5. I will then present the completed sheet on the overhead camera and discuss what they found and anything 

they are unsure about.  



6. I will ask the students “why do you think it is important that people specialize in different things in the 

community?” 

a. I will have students draw conclusions on what would happen within a community if all adults 

specialized in the same thing, or if the community was lacking in a certain specialty.  

7. After this discussion, I will conclude by saying that each student is an important part of the community 

(classroom and Martinsville) because they all have things in common, but each contribute to the 

community in our own way. 

Resources and Materials: 

● Sorting sheet (one for each student) 

Required Accommodations/Modifications: 

● There are no required accommodations in this classroom.  

Additional Modifications for Individual Students: 

● Frequenting the desks of Logan C. and Ray to assure they know what is being completed and that they are 

on task.   

Extending the Lesson: 

● I will ask the students to brainstorm additional specialized jobs they see in their communities and draw a 

picture of a person in that occupation and where they work.  

 

  



Lesson 2: Community Roles: Goods and Services                               Grade level: 2                               

Length of lesson: 30 

Desired Results 

State Content Standard(s): 

● 2.4.3 Identify community workers who provide goods and services for the rest of the community and 

explain how their jobs benefit people in the community. 

Central Focus: 

Students will understand: 

● Different jobs bring different benefits 

to the community 

● The difference between goods and 

services 

Essential Question(s): 

●  How do the relationships between community members 

and goods and services impact what is needed for and 

provided by a community?  

● How do different jobs bring different benefits to the 

community? 

Student objectives (outcomes): 

Students will be able to: 

● Apply their knowledge regarding goods and services to evaluate and categorize jobs into which of these 

they provide. 

● Evaluate the difference between goods and services. 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

● Students will partner up with one 

other student to discuss an assigned 

role in the community and will 

accurately determine that 

occupation’s role and contributions to 

the community.  

Other Evidence: 

● Student participation in class discussions.   

Learning Plan 



Learning Activities: 

1. I will begin by dividing the whiteboard in half, with one side labeled “goods” and the other side labeled 

“services”  

a. I will then ask students what they think an example of a good would be or in what context they 

have heard the word. I will also ask what they think would be an example of a service and where 

they have heard the term before. I will write their responses on the appropriate side of the board. 

b. After I have received about 10 responses- 5 for each side, I will write the definition below the 

students’ examples 

i. Goods- Things that people make or grow for the community. 

ii. Services- Jobs that people do to help others in the community.  

2. After the discussion, I will give them a slip of paper that has a job and a short description of that role on it. 

I will tell them to read their role, or job, and to find the other person who has the same role as them. I will 

have them talk with their partner and classify the role as goods or services based, as well as why their role 

is important to the community, and how others benefit from their work. 

3. Once decided, I will have them go to the left side of the classroom with their partner if the job on their slip 

provides a good and the right side of the classroom with their partner if the job on their slip provides a 

service.  

4. Each partnership will pair with another partnership and share their rationale as to why their role was 

classified as a good or service based occupation. 

5. Partnerships from each side of the classroom will share their results and logical arguments for the 

classification. I will also ask if there were any disagreements on classifications, to which we will 

investigate as a class.  

Resources and Materials: 

● Goods vs. services role slip (one for each student) 

Required Accommodations/Modifications: 

● There are no required accommodations in this classroom. 

Additional Modifications for Individual Students: 

● I will purposely pair Logan C. and Ray with students that often keep them on task to best support their 

learning.  

● I will be cognizant when handing out role slips so students who do not work well together or get easily 

distracted with each other are not paired up. 

● I will monitor conversation to be sure that students understand their roles and help them brainstorm ideas 

if they are stuck.  

Extending the Lesson: 



● If students are done discussing before others, I can ask them to think about what other people in the 

community their role engages with (ex: doctors engage with nurses and patients) and then to answer the 

provided questions based on that new role.  

  

  

Lesson 3: Roles and Patterns in the Community                                        Grade level: 2  

Length of lesson: 30 

Desired Results 

State Content Standard(s): 

● 2.4.5 Research goods and services produced in the local community and describe how people can be both 

producers and consumers. 

● 2.4.3 Identify community workers who provide goods and services for the rest of the community and 

explain how their jobs benefit people in the community. 

Central Focus: 

Students will understand: 

● The difference between goods and 

services 

● The production and consumption 

processes of goods and services 

● The roles that community members 

play in the cyclic relation of 

production and consumption 

Essential Question(s): 

● How do the relationships between community members 

and goods and services impact what is needed for and 

provided by a community?  

● How do community members engage with the production 

and consumption of goods and services? 

  

Student objectives (outcomes): 

Students will be able to: 

● Examine the differences between goods and services 

● Analyze the roles that community members play in the cyclic relation of production and consumption 

Assessment Evidence 



Performance Task(s): 

●  Students will discuss work in groups, 

and each fill out their own role 

worksheets.  

Other Evidence: 

● Student participation in class discussions. 

Learning Plan 

Learning Activities: 

1. I will open the lesson by doing a review discussion about goods and services. I will have a list of five 

goods: cupcakes, shirts, shoes, markers, and rubix cubes; and five services: fighting fires, cleaning, cutting 

hair, teaching, and changing tires. Students will hold up an open hand if the stated term is a good, and a 

closed hand (fist) if the stated term is a service.  

2. I will tell the students I are giving them a community member and as a group, they will further investigate 

their member’s relationships with goods and services. 

3. Each table will then be assigned a job within their community (baker, farmer, custodian, or firefighter). 

4. With close supervision, each table will work together to brainstorm the necessities a person needs to 

complete their job, who benefits from their job, and who else in the community they interact with.  

5. After each group has concluded their investigations, I will come back as a whole group to discuss which 

tables’ conclusions on how many people are connected to each occupation.  

a. Each table will put one of their members’ graphic organizer on the document camera and share 

who benefitted from their job and who their job interacts with. The class will then be asked if they 

can think of anyone else this occupation connects with.  

b. I will then point out that each job connects with other people, who each have occupations that 

interact with others- making all community members depend on one another.  

6. I will then bring up how each job, no matter if they Ire providing a good or a service, need supplies to 

successfully do their job.  

a. I will have each table read out loud what their role is and what their role needs 

i. I will then ask the class if they can think of anything else that person needs to do their job, 

and where they get their supplies from.  

7. I will then introduce the terms producer and consumer to the class.  

a. “Some of your roles- the bakers and farmers- are producers. Producers are people that provide a 

good for people to buy.” 

b. “The people that buy the good are called consumers. For example, bakers are producers of cakes 

and cookies. The people who buy the cakes and cookies from the bakery are consumers.”  

c. I will conclude the lesson with commenting that everyone, no matter what occupation they have, 

are consumers in their community- they need materials to do their job and buy groceries and other 

things they need to live.  

Resources and Materials: 

● Graphic organizer worksheet 



● Colored pencils/crayons 

Required Accommodations/Modifications: 

● There are no required accommodations in this classroom. 

Additional Modifications for Individual Students: 

● If Ray and Logan C. are struggling with writing in their responses, they are able to draw their responses.  

Extending the Lesson: 

● If some groups finish before others, I can challenge them to turn over their paper and brainstorm who their 

community member engages with most often, where does their community member get their supplies, and 

what their job might look like in a different community. 

  

 

 

  



Summative Assessment: Pick a Role, Gallery Walk                                        Grade level: 2    

Length of lesson: 40 

Desired Results 

State Content Standard(s): 

● 2.2.5 Identify people who are good citizens and describe the character traits that make them admirable. 

(citizen: someone with rights and responsibilities in a particular community, city, state or country) 

● 2.4.7 Define specialization and identify specialized jobs in the school and community. Example: 

Teachers, school nurses and firefighters specialize in particular kinds of jobs (Specialization: the 

performance of specific tasks or jobs) 

● 2.4.3 Identify community workers who provide goods and services for the rest of the community and 

explain how their jobs benefit people in the community. 

● 2.4.5 Research goods and services produced in the local community and describe how people can be both 

producers and consumers. 

Central Focus: 

Students will understand: 

● That all jobs and community 

members contribute to the community 

in some way through their work and 

involvement in the economy. 

Essential Question(s): 

● How do the relationships between community members 

and goods and services impact what is needed for and 

provided by a community?  

● How do goods, services, and jobs influence communities? 

Student objectives (outcomes): 

Students will be able to: 

● Demonstrate their understanding of roles in their community and the impact of these roles on others and 

the economy.  

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

● Students will demonstrate their 

comprehensive knowledge of 

community roles and impacts through 

artistic and written responses. 

Other Evidence: 

  

● Student engagement in the gallery walk. 

Learning Plan 



Learning Activities: 

● In order to assess our students’ knowledge after our unit, I will be providing them with a creative activity.  

● I will provide them with the job worksheet, which includes an outline of a body with questions about the 

role. 

● The students will be able to pick a job off our list or come up with their own idea if they would like. They 

will then be able to color in the body outline to look like the role they chose.  

● I will re-write the definitions of producer and consumer on the board to refresh our students’ memories.  

● After they complete the drawing, they will then answer the questions provided. 

○ How am I a producer? 

○ How am I a consumer? 

○ What is the good or service I provide? 

○ Why am I important to my community? 

○ How am I a good citizen? 

● Once finished with their worksheet, I will hang these up around the room and allow students to go on a 

gallery walk and look at their classmates’ work. 

● After the conclusion of our gallery walk, I will have students discuss which roles they Ire the most 

interested in, how some of the roles are connected to one another, how do different jobs bring different 

benefits to the community, and how are these jobs good citizens in their community. The answers they 

provide and the conversation that occurs will help us determine the amount of growth that occurred across 

this learning segment. 

Resources and Materials: 

● Pencils 

● Colored pencils, crayons, markers 

● job ideas sheet 

● job sheet 

Required Accommodations/Modifications: 

● There are no required accommodations in this classroom. 

Additional Modifications for Individual Students: 

● I will closely monitor Ray and Logan C. to assure there is no confusion with the assignment.  

Extending the Lesson: 

● Students can add more detail to their pictures or make a list of who they might interact with while 

working.  



Lesson 1 Materials: 



 

Lesson 2 Materials: Print two copies to match partners.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 3 Materials 

 

  



Summative Assessment Materials: 

 


